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Nicky Price (NP) – we’re going to meet 7yr old Amelia who has been let out of school especially to 

be here. She’s a Brownie and she wrote a letter as part of her Charity Badge for Brownies, about 

taking part in a fundraising day for GDA. Amelia is here along with her mum, so we’ll be chatting 

to them as well as Gemma from GDA in a little bit.  

NP – hello again, we’re here with Amelia to talk about a letter she wrote. When you’re on social 

media and you see something really special that stands out, well that happened recently when 

Gloucestershire Deaf Association tweeted. It came with a photo of a hand-written letter and it 

said “We absolutely love this letter from 7yr old Amelia to her school asking them to take part in 

GDA’s #WearitLoudGDA day on the 15th October”, and this is something that is new to GDA. So 

we’ve invited Amelia in to the studio to find out more, Amelia is here with her mum Claire, and 

Gemma Sills from GDA. Good morning to all of you.  

NP – Thank you all for coming in. Amelia, you’re in Brownies and you’re taking on a challenge to 

learn British Sign Language (BSL). How many signs are you learning?  

Amelia – 100  

NP – 100 signs. How many have you learned so far? 

Am – I’ve learned 45 so far 

NP – is she practising a lot Claire?  

Claire – yes, and teaching her younger brother and sister as well.  

NP – fantastic. So you’re learning sign language and you decided to get in touch with the Deaf 

Association. You’ve got your letter in front of you, could you read a little bit of your letter for us? 

Amelia – “I’m writing to ask if our school could get involved in Gloucestershire Deaf Association’s 

first ever Wear it Loud day on Tuesday 15th October 2019. All you need to do is bring in a 

donation of £1 and come to school in your brightest clothes ever.” 

NP – and you’ve decorated the letter too so it really stood out. Gemma is here from GDA. 

Gemma Sills (GS) – It was a beautiful letter and we were so touched that Amelia had taken the 

time to ask her school to get involved.  

Np – it’s lovely to see a proper letter being written. How has it been learning sign language?  

Amelia – it’s been really fun 

NP – can you teach me something quickly – what’s hello? (Amelia waves). Ah, that’s an easy one. 

Can you teach me something else?  

Amelia – I can show you Thursday 

NP – that’s a good one. What’s Thursday then (Amelia shows the sign). Claire you’ve been 

learning as well.  

Claire – yes, we’ve learned the weather too. (Amelia signs the weather today is sunny) 

NP – wow so you’re doing sentences too. Has everyone been impressed? 



Amelia – yes 

NP – and this is part of Brownies so why did you decide to start learning sign language? 

Amelia – I decided to learn it because when I was younger my mum taught me the BSL alphabet 

and I wanted to learn more. 

NP – you said in your letter that there’s lots of people who do have hearing problems so it’s great 

if other people can learn sign language. Will you carry on do you think? 

Amelia – yes 

NP – Brownies have changed a lot. This is to do with Charities badge isn’t it?  

Claire – yes, we had a new programme last September and this is one of the new badges, and 

Amelia was keen to get stuck in. She also started her languages where she wanted to learn sign 

language and this is where it’s all come from. As part of her charity badge, the first clause is what 

Amelia… 

Amelia – you’ve got to tell 10 people about your charity 

NP – you’ve got to spread the word. Have you done that? 

Amelia – yes 

NP – Gemma you must have been really chuffed that it was your charity that was chosen. 

GS – Oh hugely so, really pleased to have Amelia’s support 

NP – So this is a big day coming up on the 15th October, so what is it you have planned? 

GS – 2019 is GDA’s 100 year anniversary and as part of our celebrations we’ve launched our 

first ever Wear it Loud day on the 15th October and we’re inviting as many people in 

Gloucestershire – schools, businesses, clubs to dress down for the day – wear their loudest and 

brightest clothing and pay £1 in return that will helps support the services GDA provides. 

NP – it sounds like a non-uniform day 

GS – exactly 

NP – Claire’s doing very well with her bright pink top on and actually Amelia’s school uniform is 

purple so that’s quite loud. What are you going to wear on Wear it Loud day Amelia? 

Amelia – I haven’t decided yet 

NP – do you have lots of bright clothes or do you need to be taken shopping? We’ll talk some 

more in a minute but the important date for your diary is the 15th October for Wear it Loud day. 

We’ll find out more from Gemma in a moment.  

(music break) 

NP – We’ve got Amelia, Claire and Gemma in the studio and we’re talking about the letter Amelia 

wrote, as a Brownie, to her school about being part of GDA’s Wear it Loud day – a big fundraising 

day. Amelia has also been learning 45 signs so far in BSL. Gemma, we’ve talking about Wear it 

Loud and raising awareness. In terms of sign language, its great Amelia’s learning. Are many 

people learning BSL and are there opportunities for people to learn in the county.  

GS – There is opportunity in the county and there are more people learning BSL. I think the Silent 

Child which was released a couple of years ago was really instrumental in encouraging more 



people to learn BSL. There are facilities in the county, you can either go to Gloucestershire 

College or BSL College, who are both running classes across the county.  

NP – do you know how hard it is to learn? Amelia seems to be picking it up really quickly. It is a 

language and some languages can be more difficult than others. 

GS – BSL is a fully recognised language in the UK. It can be tricky but it can also be good fun to 

learn. BSL isn’t just about the hand movements it’s about our expressions too. When we’re 

picking things up through the tone of our voice, you don’t get that when using BSL so your facial 

expressions say as much as your hands which makes it really interesting to learn.  

NP – when we’re talking to anybody – you were very expressive just answering that question all 

our faces are expressive, so yes, that is an important part of this language too. It’s the body 

language as well as the signs. 

GS – hugely so. What you’re saying isn’t just about the words it’s about how you say and how 

you’re presenting it through your facial expressions and your hand gestures. 

NP – it has to be quite precise. Amelia showed us how to sign Thursday which is using one finger 

touching the side of your palm. 

GS – so that’s your ‘T’ and the ‘H’ is brushing your palm with the other hand, and that is your 

Thursday 

Amelia – it’s different to Tuesday which is just the ‘T’ 

GS – you’d make sure you’re putting it into context according to what your conversation is about. 

NP – how precise do you have to be with the movements? There are so many words and only so 

many hand gestures… 

GS – there are some very close variations, for example there’s a sign that means get me help 

and another that means something else that are very similar, so you need to be precise in that 

situation. 

NP – it’s the expression in your face as well as the gesture itself and that will convey what you’re 

trying to say? 

GS – exactly. If you’re in a situation where you have a broken leg, hopefully you’d be able to 

convey ‘get me some help’ rather than ‘I want to have a party’. 

NP – have you learned any BSL? 

GS – I have. I work with colleagues who are BSL users and they have been brilliant at teaching 

me, so I’m picking it up and I’m trying really hard and I’m using my hands, but also that I’m in a 

position that they can lip-read me because that’s as important. I do as much as I can, I’m 

certainly not fluent but I’m trying – if you go to France you try to learn the basic to get by. It’s 

about trying to break down the barrier for communication which is the biggest battle a deaf 

person faces. 

NP – it’s the appreciation that a person is trying. 

GS – I think the more society can do that, and the more that can follow in Amelia’s footsteps to 

learn a basic amount of BSL, will make a big difference because it’s creating more deaf 

awareness.  

NP – So you’re based in Barnwood aren’t you?  



GS – yes, we’re in the old school in Barnwood. Classes do run from our facilities in Barnwood and 

they are led by the BSL College. 

NP – fundraising is obviously important to you, trying to think of new ideas. Wear it Loud is your 

idea for this year and it’s the first time you’ve done this? 

GS – yes, it fell in nicely with it being our 100th year so we thought we’d launch it for our 

centenary week that, and Wear it Loud is taking place on the 15th October. Anyone and everyone 

who wants to get involved, we’d love to welcome them onto the campaign and they can find out 

more via our website 

NP – I think we need to get involved here at BBC Radio Gloucestershire 

GS – I think you should 

NP – So Amelia you’ve got to work on your outfit them have you? Do you think everyone at school 

is going to join in? 

Amelia – yes 

NP – it’s going to be a non-uniform day at your school, so it’s thanks to you that everyone will be 

able to wear their own clothes to school! You must be proud of her Claire? 

Claire – oh it’s wonderful. When I was a teacher I had some children in my class who used BSL so 

my experience came from there. We always tried to incorporate those children into what we did – 

from signing the register to signing the songs in our Christmas plays and it made such a 

difference to the children feeling included, so it’s wonderful to see Amelia latching on to that 

herself.  

NP – did you find the other children wanted to learn BSL?  

Claire – yes, they were really keen, they wanted to get involved to communicate with their peers.  

NP – Amelia, as you know it’s BBC Music Day, so tell us about your guitar playing, what do you 

like to play?  

Amelia, I can play Twinkle Twinkle Little Star and a few other nursery rhymes 

NP – have you heard that a few times Claire?! 

Claire – a few times yes!  

NP – we’re talking about your go-to music, music that makes you feel good. Is there a song or 

album that you go to Gemma? 

GS – anything with a beat really, anything with a bit of funk to get into the groove to. 

NP – what about you Claire? 

Claire – I like anything loud. I’m in to the new Blink182 album at the moment aren’t we Amelia. 

Something we can drum to in the car and sing along loudly too 

NP – Gemma, you were saying that your daughter likes one particular song 

GS – yes, it’s weird and I’m proud at the same time. My five year old daughter really likes ‘Let me 

be your fantasy’ – I mean, I love it!  

NP – it wouldn’t be the normal song a five year old is in to!? 

GS – no you wouldn’t think so but I’ll take it over ‘Let it go’ any day to be honest!  



NP – everyone’s heard that too many times! Lovely to see you all, thank you for coming in to the 

studio today and the reminder is that the 15th October is Wear it Loud day – anyone can get 

involved.   
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